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RIDOH Climate Change Program

Our mission is to prepare for the human health 
effects related to climate change to create a 
healthy, sustainable, and resilient future for all 
Rhode Islanders. 



Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention



Key Climate Challenges

According to a 2014 
survey, 6 in 10 
Americans have given 
little or no thought to 
the issue of how 
climate change might 
affect people’s health.



    Key Health Challenges





Climate Change is a Risk Amplifier



Social Determinants of Health

If you want to learn about the health of a population, look at the air 
they breathe, the water they drink, and the places where they live. 

-Hippocrates, in the 5th century B.C.



   Rhode Island Health Equity Measures

Health happens inside our homes, 
schools, jobs, and communities 

RIDOH Health Equity Measures include fifteen measures that 
look at determinants of health in five domains



Environmental burden is not equal

Providence ranks:  
•Fifth highest in nation for income inequality (Brookings)  
•Fifth highest in nation for low-income energy burden (ACEEE)  
•Most polluted county for air quality in the Boston-Worcester-Providence metro area. 
Received an F for high ozone days (American Lung Association) 
Rates of asthma are 33% higher than national average  



Environmental burden is not equal

Tree canopy by neighborhood Kindergarten-aged children with 
elevated blood-lead levels, 2014



Providence, RI:
2007 Tree Canopy, Historic Redlining Maps



    Health Equity Zones



   Health Equity Zone Community Resiliency







   Exposure + Vulnerability = Risk



   CAPA Heat Watch



   CAPA Heat Watch



   CAPA Heat Watch



   CAPA Heat Watch



   Extreme Heat



   Urban Forests for Climate and Health



Climate Change Impacts on 
Mental Health
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health.ri.gov/programs/ (and click on “Climate Change and Health Program”) 


