
 
 

 
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Committee  
Department of the Senate 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600  
 
Phone: +61 2 6277 3535 
Fax: +61 2 6277 5818 
fadt.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
29 March 2018 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
RE: Inquiry into the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). 
 
350.org Australia is an independent registered Australian charity. Our purpose is to build a 
movement to halt the climate crisis. We focus on encouraging investment in renewable energy 
technologies and divestment in the fossil fuel sector. 
 
350.org Australia is primarily funded by Australians. We pursue a clear purpose and our objects 
as an organisation are to: 

1. Inform and educate the general public about climate change and its impact on the 
natural environment; and 

2. To encourage research into climate change. 
 
350.org Australia welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission to the Foreign Affairs, 
Defence and Trade Committee Enquiry into the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals. 
 
We are part of a global movement, working with grassroots campaigns across the planet, to 
reduce the pollution that is causing our climate crisis. Our name is derived from ‘350 parts per 
million’ – the safe concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere – a threshold the planet 
has tragically well surpassed. 
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We believe in a safe climate and a better future for all. We embrace the bold and transformative 
steps that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development urgently prescribes to shift the world 
onto a sustainable and resilient path. 
 
We are heartened by the central pillars of ‘people and planet’ at the heart this global Agenda. 
We welcome its determination to ‘protect the planet from degradation, including through 
sustainable consumption and production, sustainably managing its natural resources and taking 
urgent action on climate change, so that it can support the needs of the present and future 
generations.’ 
 
Firstly, we urge the Australian Government to embrace the bold and transformational 
vision of the 2030 Agenda to which it has committed, alongside 193 other nations. 
 
This means addressing the key systemic drivers that cut across all goals – especially climate 
change. 
 
The impacts of climate change are already wreaking havoc on people’s lives and ecosystems, 
and the poorest and most vulnerable are suffering the most. If we fail to take the necessary and 
urgent steps to mitigate this crisis, the impacts will be increasingly catastrophic, reversing the 
hard-fought development gains in which we have invested so much. Climate change affects the 
implementation of all of the Goals. 
 
Beyond Sustainable Development Goal 13, dedicated to stand-alone targets to combat climate 
change, the successful implementation of all Goals will positively shape our path to a more 
sustainable future. This is most visibly so for Affordable and Clean Energy (Goal 7), Sustainable 
Cities and Communities (Goal 11), Responsible Consumption and Production (Goal 12), Life on 
Land (Goal 15), but is also very much dependent on our success in achieving gender justice, 
quality education, health and well-being and peace. Furthermore, a world that is just, equal and 
caring is more resilient and therefore better able to cope with the climate disruptions ahead of 
us. 
 
Secondly, we urge the Australian Government to implement a national roadmap to 
reduce our greenhouse gas emissions to net zero as a matter of urgency.  
 
This goes beyond Australia’s commitments to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change and puts us on a path that is entirely feasible for a nation that thrives on an 

abundance of renewable energy sources, creativity and determination. Climate Works , Beyond 1

1 ]Climate Works, The Australian National University, Pathways to a Low Carbon Future 
http://www.2050pathways.net.au/ 
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Zero Emissions , and the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation 2

(CSIRO)  have already produced modelling for such a roadmap to show us the way. 3

Unfortunately, the Climate Change Performance Index has ranked Australia 57 out of 61 
countries for our poor performance in reducing emissions , and we continue to rank the highest 4

among OECD countries for our emissions per capita . We need to clean up our act 5

domestically. Meanwhile, we must increase our support to our neighbours and peers to reduce 
their emissions and adapt safely to the impacts of climate change. 
 
Thirdly, we urge the Australian Government to commit to financing the Sustainable 
Development Goals.  
 
The Government must reverse the sharp cuts to our aid program, rebuild our contributions 
towards Overseas Development Assistance towards 0.7 per cent of Gross National Income, and 
make social and environmental justice and poverty alleviation the primary purpose of the aid 
program. Development gains and environmental gains go hand in hand. Project Drawdown for 
example listed among the most effective interventions for driving down emissions to include 
girls’ education, rights-based family planning and sustainable land use. Rather than cherry pick 
Goals or targets however, we recommend the Government invest in the full Roadmap, applying 
it domestically and internationally, and address key drivers of inequality, injustice and poverty 
that cut across all goals: climate change and gender justice. 
  
For more information please do not hesitate to contact: 
Glen Klatovsky 
Deputy CEO and Campaign Strategist 
350.org Australia 
E: glen@350.org.au 
M: 0410 482243 
 
 

 

2 Beyond Zero Emissions, http://bze.org.au/ 
3 CSIRO, Low Emissions Technology Roadmap 
4 Climate Change Performance Index, Australia Performance Report 
https://www.climate-change-performance-index.org/ 
5 The World Bank, Data, CO2 emissions (metric tons per capita) 
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.ATM.CO2E.PC?contextual=max&end=2014&locations=AU&start=
1960&type=shaded&view=chart 
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