
Attention: Mr. Ralph Goodale, MP, Right Honourable Minister for Public Safety, 
Government of Canada 
 
c/o  Public Safety Canada 
Regional Office - British Columbia and Yukon 
3292 Production Way Suite 607 Burnaby, BC, V5A 4R4 
 
October 23rd, 2017 
 
Re: Public Safety Risks Associated with the Trans Mountain Tank Farm 
Expansion Project, Burnaby, BC. 
 
 
Dear Minister Goodale,  
 
With this letter we hereby formally notify Public Safety Canada of potential 
hazards related to toxic chemical release, wildfire and resulting catastrophic 
effect on property and lives in the immediate vicinity of the Burnaby Tank Farm 
oil storage depot due to the proposed tripling of its storage capacity. 
 
We bring to your attention the following points of concern regarding the Public 
Safety risks of, and responses to, a serious accident at this location. 
           
Independent expert reports on the project clearly note that the risks to the 
community are much higher than suggested by the Kinder Morgan commissioned 
reports. 
 
The detailed and authoritative Trans Mountain Tank Farm Tactical Risk Analysis 
report of May 1st, 2015 by Chris Bowcock, Deputy Fire Chief of the Burnaby Fire 
Department states: 
 
“Based on the findings of the analysis, the Burnaby Mountain Terminal is not the 
appropriate location for the expansion of the Burnaby Mountain Terminal as it 
poses significant constraints from an emergency/fire response perspective, 
including but not limited to safety of firefighters and effectiveness to combat fire; 
containment and extinguishment of fire/spill/release; evacuation of employees 
within the Burnaby Mountain Terminal facility; evacuation of adjacent 
neighbourhoods, as well as broader areas impacted by release of sulfur based 
gases and toxic smoke plumes; and, protection of adjacent properties, including 
conservation lands.” 
 
and 
 
“due to insufficient firefighting deployment positions increases the likelihood of a 
multiple tank fire (including the potential of having to allow one or several storage 
tanks to burnout over 2-4 days), toxic smoke plume discharge (including long 



term chemical exposure to adjacent communities), and heat discharge to areas 
outside the facility (including high probability of fire extension to the forest areas 
of the Burnaby Mountain Conservation Area... would create scenarios where fire 
containment is not possible.” 

In another report, a world’s leading expert in tank farm safety, Dr. Ivan Vince, has 
reviewed the expansion project and raised the following grave concerns:  
      
“Dr. Vince’s analysis showed that if the tank farm was expanded to                    
include 13 more storage tanks (for a total of 26), the annual risk of such a fire 
would be one in 2,000. ‘One in 2,000 sounds like a small chance, but it is much 
too high under the circumstances’ said Dr. Vince, who added that British 
authorities would not approve a proposal like Kinder Morgan’s that lies so close 
to a residential neighborhood“ quoted in Globe & Mail, May 26th, 2015. 

These and reports commissioned by Simon Fraser University cast considerable 
doubt on Kinder Morgan’s commissioned risk assessment which the National 
Energy Board and Federal Government used to base their approvals. It is 
completely unacceptable to us, when the consequences are potentially so grave, 
that Kinder Morgan be allowed to effectively self-regulate on issues of life safety 
and health relating to our community. 
 
The tank farm is situated on a slope, in a populated and forested area and, 
furthermore, in an active seismic zone. The risk of rupture of the metal-shelled oil 
storage tanks is very real in a significant seismic event. Spilled combustible fuel 
and associated flammable vapours in this location, even when contained in the 
provided external ponds, would be exposed to many potential sources of 
combustion nearby. This is not a level of seismic design that is acceptable in this 
populous community in British Columbia. 
 
We would also like to bring to your attention the fact that Forest Grove 
Elementary School is within walking distance from the present site. Given the 
possibility of a catastrophic fire /explosion, release of toxic, lethal fumes or even 
a spill, the school’s emergency evacuation preparedness plan needs to be 
reviewed. There are a dozen schools within a relatively short radius of the tank 
farm. 
 
Furthermore, emergency management issues have not been addressed for SFU 
and the communities in the area. Currently the only escape route from Simon 
Fraser University and several neighborhoods runs past the tank farm, effectively 
trapping people on the mountain in the event of a fire.  
 
The Public Safety Canada Code of Conduct states clearly that the federal agency 
is to address  “natural, human induced, and technological hazards” and to 
coordinate “emergency management activities amongst government, institutions 
and work in cooperation with provinces and other entities such as first 
responders, volunteers organizations and communities….supporting a whole-of-



society approach to emergency management”. 
 
In view of the above mandate we urgently request your agency make public: 
 

1. A thorough public safety analysis of Kinder Morgan’s proposed tank farm 
expansion project. 

2. The coordinated emergency response strategy including the Burnaby Fire 
Department, RCMP and Kinder Morgan for Simon Fraser University and 
other “High Life Risk Areas” as identified in the Fire Department Risk 
Analysis.  

3. How Public Safety Canada intends to address the various scenarios of 
fire, explosion, spills and the spread of toxic smoke throughout Metro 
Vancouver associated with the tank farm expansion and outlined in the 
Fire Department risk analysis. 

 
Neither the most recently commissioned report by Kinder Morgan nor the NEB 
Conditions have in any way properly addressed the issues raised above. At this 
time it is clear, as the Fire Department Risk Analysis states that ” the Burnaby 
Mountain Terminal is not the appropriate location for the expansion”. In the 
interest of Public Safety, we call on your Ministry to cancel the Trans Mountain 
Tank Farm Expansion project until such a time as it can be made very clear in a 
publicly documented and impartial manner that the detailed issues described 
above have been addressed. 
 
 
cc.  Premier John Horgan 
 Andrew Weaver, MLA 
 Mike Farnworth, MLA 
 Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
 Jody Wilson-Raybould MP 
 Harjit Sajjan MP 
 
 
 
 
Name            Signature   Organization / Community 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

Elsie Dean

Elan Gibson



society approach to emergency management”. 
 
In view of the above code we urgently request your agency make public: 
 

1. A thorough public safety analysis of Kinder Morgan’s proposed tank farm 
expansion project. 

2. The coordinated emergency response strategy including the Burnaby Fire 
Department, RCMP and Kinder Morgan for Simon Fraser University and 
other “High Life Risk Areas” as identified in the Fire Department Risk 
Analysis.  

3. How Public Safety Canada intends to address the various scenarios of 
fire, explosion, spills and the spread of toxic smoke throughout Metro 
Vancouver associated with the tank farm expansion and outlined in the 
Fire Department risk analysis. 

 
Neither the most recently commissioned report by Kinder Morgan nor the NEB 
Conditions have in any way properly addressed the issues raised above. At this 
time it is clear, as the Fire Department Risk Analysis states that ” the Burnaby 
Mountain Terminal is not the appropriate location for the expansion”. In the 
interest of Public Safety, we call on your Ministry to cancel the Trans Mountain 
Tank Farm Expansion project until such a time as it can be made very clear in a 
publicly documented and impartial manner that the detailed issues described 
above have been addressed. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Name            Signature   Organization / Community 
 
 
.......................................  ............................................  .......................................... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc.  Premier John Horgan 
 Andrew Weaver, MLA 
 Mike Farnworth, BC Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General  

Christine Leclerc Culture Planet 

society approach to emergency management”. 
 
In view of the above code we urgently request your agency make public: 
 

1. A thorough public safety analysis of Kinder Morgan’s proposed tank farm 
expansion project. 

2. The coordinated emergency response strategy including the Burnaby Fire 
Department, RCMP and Kinder Morgan for Simon Fraser University and 
other “High Life Risk Areas” as identified in the Fire Department Risk 
Analysis.  

3. How Public Safety Canada intends to address the various scenarios of 
fire, explosion, spills and the spread of toxic smoke throughout Metro 
Vancouver associated with the tank farm expansion and outlined in the 
Fire Department risk analysis. 

 
Neither the most recently commissioned report by Kinder Morgan nor the NEB 
Conditions have in any way properly addressed the issues raised above. At this 
time it is clear, as the Fire Department Risk Analysis states that ” the Burnaby 
Mountain Terminal is not the appropriate location for the expansion”. In the 
interest of Public Safety, we call on your Ministry to cancel the Trans Mountain 
Tank Farm Expansion project until such a time as it can be made very clear in a 
publicly documented and impartial manner that the detailed issues described 
above have been addressed. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Name            Signature   Organization / Community 
 
 
.......................................  ............................................  .......................................... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc.  Premier John Horgan 
 Andrew Weaver, MLA 
 Mike Farnworth, BC Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General  

Erin Daly Embark 

www.embarksustainability.orgExecutive Director

society approach to emergency management”. 
 
In view of the above code we urgently request your agency make public: 
 

1. A thorough public safety analysis of Kinder Morgan’s proposed tank farm 
expansion project. 

2. The coordinated emergency response strategy including the Burnaby Fire 
Department, RCMP and Kinder Morgan for Simon Fraser University and 
other “High Life Risk Areas” as identified in the Fire Department Risk 
Analysis.  

3. How Public Safety Canada intends to address the various scenarios of 
fire, explosion, spills and the spread of toxic smoke throughout Metro 
Vancouver associated with the tank farm expansion and outlined in the 
Fire Department risk analysis. 

 
Neither the most recently commissioned report by Kinder Morgan nor the NEB 
Conditions have in any way properly addressed the issues raised above. At this 
time it is clear, as the Fire Department Risk Analysis states that ” the Burnaby 
Mountain Terminal is not the appropriate location for the expansion”. In the 
interest of Public Safety, we call on your Ministry to cancel the Trans Mountain 
Tank Farm Expansion project until such a time as it can be made very clear in a 
publicly documented and impartial manner that the detailed issues described 
above have been addressed. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Name            Signature   Organization / Community 
 
 
.......................................  ............................................  .......................................... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc.  Premier John Horgan 
 Andrew Weaver, MLA 
 Mike Farnworth, BC Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General  

SFU 350Kazlyn Bonnor

society approach to emergency management”. 
 
In view of the above code we urgently request your agency make public: 
 

1. A thorough public safety analysis of Kinder Morgan’s proposed tank farm 
expansion project. 

2. The coordinated emergency response strategy including the Burnaby Fire 
Department, RCMP and Kinder Morgan for Simon Fraser University and 
other “High Life Risk Areas” as identified in the Fire Department Risk 
Analysis.  

3. How Public Safety Canada intends to address the various scenarios of 
fire, explosion, spills and the spread of toxic smoke throughout Metro 
Vancouver associated with the tank farm expansion and outlined in the 
Fire Department risk analysis. 

 
Neither the most recently commissioned report by Kinder Morgan nor the NEB 
Conditions have in any way properly addressed the issues raised above. At this 
time it is clear, as the Fire Department Risk Analysis states that ” the Burnaby 
Mountain Terminal is not the appropriate location for the expansion”. In the 
interest of Public Safety, we call on your Ministry to cancel the Trans Mountain 
Tank Farm Expansion project until such a time as it can be made very clear in a 
publicly documented and impartial manner that the detailed issues described 
above have been addressed. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Name            Signature   Organization / Community 
 
 
.......................................  ............................................  .......................................... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc.  Premier John Horgan 
 Andrew Weaver, MLA 
 Mike Farnworth, BC Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General  

Andrew Larigakis 350Vancouver.org









Please reply to:
Burnaby Teachers’ Association  Frank Bovino   lp41@bctf.ca
CUPE 3338 (SFU)    Dave Chokruan   dchokroun@gmail.com
Teaching Support Staff Union (SFU) Carl Mandy   ssjc@tssu.ca
Mayor of Burnaby   Derek Corrigan   mayor@burnaby.ca
BROKE     Elsie Dean   elsedean@gmail.com
North Shore Nope   Janice Edmonds  janicetedmonds@hotmail.com
Embark (SFU)    Erin Daly   erin@embarksustainability.org
SFU 350    Kazlyn Bonnor   info@sfu350.com
Dogwood    Laura Benson   laura@dogwoodinitiative.org
Culture Planet    Christine Leclerc  leclerc@sfu.ca
350Vancouver    Andrew Larigakis  aalarigakis@gmail.com 
House of Commons   Elizabeth May MP  elizabeth.May.C1@parl.gc.ca
House of Commons   Kennedy Stewart MP  kennedy.stewart@parl.gc.ca




