
 
A new report from WWF New Zealand, has exposed a more than 700% increase 
from 2009 to 2013 in NZ Government subsidies to the fossil fuel industry.  In 
2013, $46mil of our money went to subsidise the oil and gas industry in New 
Zealand.  Many of these companies make billions of dollars of profit a year.   

 
Please write to Energy Minister Simon Bridges, letting him know that you want 
him to reverse this trend of increasing $ support to the fossil fuel industry, 
and over the next 5 years reduce subsidies to zero, switching them instead 
to renewable energy, a genuine investment in our future. 
 
A personally written letter is always the most effective, so instead of a template, 
we’ve added a few key points you might include. 
  
You can post your letter to:         Or send an e-mail to 
  

Hon Simon Bridges MP   Simon.bridges@parliament.govt.nz 
Private Bag 18 888   
Parliament Buildings  
Wellington 6160  
 

 
Here are some key points you might include: 
 

 We need to ensure that at least 80% of current fossil fuel reserves remain 
unburned if we are to stand a credible chance of limiting global warming to 
the internationally agreed 2 degree C target, and avoiding passing 
catastrophic climate change ‘tipping points’ .   

 

 The New Zealand government uses tax breaks and research support to 
encourage oil and gas extraction. (These are both included in the WTO 
definition of a subsidy.)  

 

 The value of annual NZ Govt. subsidies to the oil and gas industry has 
increased over 700% in the past five years, reaching $46mil in 2013. 

 

 We need to follow global trends and subsidise the renewable energy 
industry in New Zealand. 

 

 As part of the ‘Friends of Fossil Fuel Subsidy Reform’ group, it is hypocritical 
for NZ to be calling on others to reform subsidies while increasing ours 
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