
WESTPAC: DUMP DENNISTON COAL CAMPAIGN – 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

What are we asking for?

We are asking Westpac NZ to call in its current 
loan, and cut its offer of other financing (including 
an overdraft facility) to Bathurst Resources Ltd, 
the mining company that plans to open a series of 
open cast coal mines on the Denniston Plateau 
and surrounding areas.

Why are you campaigning against coal 
mining, such as the mine Bathurst wants 
to open?

Burning coal is  the dirtiest fossil fuel activity on the 
planet. Most of the Earth's  remaining fossil fuels 
are in the form of coal. We need to keep 80% of 
known fossil fuel reserves in the ground in order 
to keep global warming to no more than 2 degrees 
and prevent Earth's  climate undergoing catastrophic changes. We think New Zealand 
needs to take a stand against coal, like we have done against nuclear weapons.  That’s 
why we’re campaigning against new and expanded coal mining.

How does burning coal impact on climate change?

Very severely. Carbon dioxide emissions from burning coal are one of the main sources of 
the greenhouse gas emissions which are warming the Earth's atmosphere, making the 
oceans more acid, causing rising sea levels, and leading to more extreme weather events 
– droughts, floods, snowstorms and tornadoes, among others.

Who is trying to mine coal right now?

The Government-owned coal miner Solid Energy has run into difficulty, but other 
companies are trying to take over its role as New Zealand’s biggest coal miners. The most 
prominent is Bathurst Resources, an Australian-owned company that has  recently shifted 
its head office to Wellington. It already has small mines, but it wants to start a much bigger 
one on the Denniston Plateau on the West Coast.

What does Bathurst want to do on the Denniston Plateau?

Bathurst wants to dig up 84 million tonnes of coal that will add 218 million tonnes of carbon 
dioxide to the atmosphere, starting with its  planned Escarpment Mine and ultimately 
extending across much of the Denniston Plateau. It would be New Zealand’s biggest new  
contribution to climate change.
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I know climate change is bad, but why 
should I care about the Denniston Plateau?

The Denniston Plateau is conservation land, and 
it’s a beautiful and biodiverse part of the country 
that is home to a number of rare species, including 
kiwi – and new species keep being discovered 
there. There’s lots more information about the 
beauty and biodiversity of Denniston on the Forest 
& Bird website: www.forestandbird.org.nz

What’s all this got to do with Westpac?

Westpac are Bathurst Resources’ bankers. 
Bathurst Resources are strapped for cash, and 
Westpac has been helping to keep them afloat by 
means of both a loan and other financing 
arrangements. Because Bathurst failed to meet 
some of the requirements of their loan, it was 
recently converted to an on-call loan, which means 
Westpac can call it in at any time. We want Westpac to call in the loan and withdraw the 
other financing arrangements.

What makes you think Westpac will listen?

Westpac claims to be proud of its commitment to sustainability. Their website says  that 
they’ve put sustainability at the heart of their culture, and they also say that they’re 
committed to a lower-carbon economy. We don’t think they’ll enjoy being the focus of a 
public campaign that points  out how they don’t practise what they preach. Also, and most 
fundamentally, they won’t want to lose existing customers and miss out on new ones. 

But aren’t the other banks just as bad?

All the big Australian-owned banks are invested in one way or another in fossil fuels, and 
we want them all to divest. But we’re starting with Westpac because there is a particularly 
clear link between its  financial support for Bathurst Resources and the prospect that a 
major new coal mine will soon open, damaging the climate and destroying a rare, beautiful 
and biodiverse ecosystem. The other big banks shouldn’t think for a minute that we intend 
to let them off the hook.

But if Westpac didn’t lend to Bathurst, surely someone else would?

Bathurst is actually very short of funds and its project is  barely economic at present prices. 
If Westpac were to dump them as a result of our campaign we believe other banks would 
be reluctant to take their place.
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But don’t we still need coal?

The proportion of New Zealand's electricity generated from coal is already small – it was 
about 5% in 2010 – and it has been dropping recently. 

We still use a lot of coal in boilers to provide heat for industry, hospitals and schools, but 
this  can be replaced by wood chips from forestry waste, or in some cases  by geothermal 
heat. 

Bathurst wants to export much of its coal overseas for use in steel-making. But, despite 
what the coal industry will tell you, alternative processes have been developed right here 
in NZ that mean we can use waste wood, not coal, to provide the necessary carbon and 
heat. We could also recycle a lot more steel which does not require coal.

It’s time for Westpac to stop supporting coal. It’s  time to support innovative New Zealand 
technologies that use renewable resources to create green jobs.

What about the jobs the mine would create?

Recent events on the West Coast have proven the unsustainable, boom and bust nature 
of the coal industry. More than 500 layoffs occurred as a result of the decline of the price of 
coal. Even Don Elder, previous CEO of Solid Energy, has  acknowledged publicly that coal 
mining is a sunset industry. 

We are calling for a just transition to a low carbon and equitable economy, which is why 
we do call for the immediate closure of existing mines. Sustainable community 
development is at the heart of the movement to stop climate change internationally and 
nationally. In this light, the recent loss of jobs in the coal industry should be an opportunity 
to pursue sustainable industry and livelihoods for workers and their families to ensure 
communities are not left high and dry by the mining industry again in the future. 

For more information on what Denniston would mean for the West Coast and alternatives, 
try this blog: http://coalactionnetworkaotearoa.wordpress.com/2013/08/27/the-westport-
story-right-of-reply-from-coal-action-network-2/

Who is Coal Action Network Aotearoa?

Coal Action Network Aotearoa is a New Zealand-wide organisation campaigning to end 
coal mining in this country. Our aim is to phase out coal mining and coal usage by 2027, 
starting by opposing new and expanded coal mines. We are also working towards a 
society where people and the environment are not exploited for profit.

Who is 350 Aotearoa?

350 Aotearoa is the New Zealand arm of the international climate movement 350.org to 
unite the world around solutions to climate change.  Our mission is to inspire climate action 
in communities across New Zealand. 350 is calling for divestment from fossil fuels.
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What has happened in the campaign so far?

The campaign was launched in Auckland on 14 October with an action outside Westpac's 
headquarters. A climate crime scene was declared and climate crime scene investigators 
sent in. We delivered a letter to Westpac to let them know that the campaign was 
launching.

This  event also marked the launch 
of our sign-on letter calling on 
westpac to stop financing coal 
m i n i n g a t D e n n i s t o n : 
westpacdumpcoal.org.nz

Since then, there have been 
actions outside two Westpac 
branches in Wellington. The 
National Week of Action is  our way 
of letting Westpac know that 
people all around New Zealand 
want them to stop financing coal 
mining and climate change

How has Westpac responded?

Westpac's public response has been disappointing. South Island Regional Manager Gina 
Dellabarca was given the job of writing a bland, unsatisfying response to people who put 
their names to the sign-on letter. You can see our response, and get some ideas on how 
you may like to respond to Westpac, here: http://350.org.nz/all-greenwash-or-will-they-
walk-the-talk-and-dump-coal/

Banks are always competing for market share. A campaign like this is the last thing 
Westpac wants. That's why we need to keep ramping it up.

What's happening around the country?

In the first week of December, actions are taking place in cities and towns from Northland 
to Invercargill. Westpac branches and customers around the country will be getting the 
messages that it's time to get out of Bathurst, and out of fossil fuels. If you want to know 
more about how you can take part or you want to organise an activity at a branch in your 
town, get in touch with jessie@350.org.nz
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