
350NYC Candidate Questionnaire 

1 
 

  
Overview 

 

As all New Yorkers know, the rising seas, super storms, and heat waves of climate change pose 

an existential threat to New York City. 350NYC is a group of climate activists, committed to responding 

to this threat by reducing NYC’s contributions to climate disaster. 350NYC is the local affiliate of 350.org, 

a global movement of climate activists with volunteers in 188 countries. 350NYC has three priorities for 

the 2013 election: increasing renewable energy use and energy efficiency, opposing destructive fossil 

fuel production practices such as hydrofracking, and above all, the divestment of New York City’s 

pension funds from fossil fuel companies. 

New York City’s pension system has billions of dollars invested in fossil fuel companies.  Returns from 
these divestments are dwarfed by the climate destruction wrought by these companies--Hurricane 
Sandy alone cost over $19B in damages and necessitated a climate adaptation effort of over $19B. 
 Divestment from fossil fuel companies is an economic necessity.  The worth of a fossil fuel 
company is directly tied to its reserves, the amount of fossil fuel that it intends to burn.  However, the 
reserves of fossil fuel companies are five times greater than what the world can safely burn and limit 
warming to 2 degrees Celsius, the “safe” amount of global warming.  Assessing the fossil fuel companies 
at full value necessitates a scorched and dead planet.  Shareholder resolutions do not offer a solution—
the problem lies in the business model of fossil fuel companies.  New York City cannot continue to invest 
in companies whose operation creates an existential hazard for the city.  350NYC is calling for New York 
City to freeze all of its investments in fossil fuels immediately and divest over the next five years. 

Divestment goes hand in hand with the other tools of emissions reduction.  The next group of 
elected officials will oversee the extension and implementation of PLANYC out to 2050, following the 
IPCC goal of an 80% reduction of carbon emissions.  The increasing affordability and scalability of 
renewable energy present New York with the opportunity to build up its renewable infrastructure, 
especially solar and offshore wind.  We have a historic opportunity to turn our back on fossil fuels, reject 
the destructive infrastructure of the past, and embrace a clean energy future for all   
The 2013 elections are crucial for NYC’s environmental priorities.  We ask that you fill out this 
questionnaire and return it to us at 350nyc.elections@gmail.com by July 24th. This questionnaire was 
produced in partnership with Occupy the Pipeline, CUNY Divest, Coalition against the Rockaway Pipeline, 
United for Action, and Sane Energy Project. 350NYC and its partners may choose to make endorsements 
based on your responses. 350NYC reserves the right to publish all or any of these responses, and to 
disclose any non-response. 
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Amy Miller - 415-990-2770 
Campaign e-mail: 
mel2013@melwymore.com 
  

  

  

Please answer these questions as completely and concretely as possible: 

  

Addressing Climate Change 350NYC is calling on the New York City Pension Fund to divest from fossil 

fuels.  Major cities like Seattle, San Francisco, Providence, and Madison have committed to divest their 

pension funds from fossil fuels. If elected, would you divest NYC’s pension funds from fossil fuel 

companies?  Why or why not?  How would you go about doing this? 

  
If you do not think that NYC should divest from fossil fuel companies, is it because you believe that 
shareholder resolutions offer the best opportunity for changing the fossil fuel industry?  Please give an 
example of how NYC has used shareholder resolutions to change the fossil fuel industry. 
  
Last year, we saw first hand the extreme effects of climate change during Hurricane Sandy. It is clear 

that New York should seize the opportunity to play a leadership role in the divestment movement.  

With over $140 billion under management, divestment of NYC pension funds would send a strong 

message and a materially significant blow to the fossil fuel industry.  I pledge to support the call from 

Fossil Free NYC for “a freeze on any new investments in fossil fuels and divest from direct ownership 

in any commingling funds that include fossil fuel public equities and corporate bonds within 5 years.”   

Furthermore, I would focus on creating incentives to invest in companies that develop and implement 

renewable sources of energy. 

As the first chair of Community Board 7's Green Committee, and as a co-founder of the Carbon 

Squeeze, I organized events to educate our community about the impact of carbon emissions and to 

inspire concrete actions to reduce carbon footprint, including calling for divestment as well as 

eliminating subsidies to the fossil fuel industry. 

PLANYC aims to reduce New York City’s greenhouse gas emissions 30% by 2030. The next phase of the 
plan calls for 80% reductions by 2050.  Which specific policies do you have for each of the primary 
sectors that cause greenhouse gas emissions (buildings, transport, energy production etc.)? 
 
If elected to the City Council, I will continue to be a fierce advocate for the expansion and 
implementation of PLANYC, including increasingly aggressive standards to reduce greenhouse gases. 
  
Buildings: As a dense urban environment that ranks among the highest in energy consumption in the 
city, the Upper West Side is uniquely positioned to dramatically reduce our carbon footprint.  First, we 
must implement aggressive building energy efficiency programs, expand mandatory audits, cut red 
tape, and increase financing programs. We need to create real incentives to retrofit our buildings with 
exterior and between-floor insulation, boiler tune-ups, window replacement, and other measures that 
reduce fuel consumption by increasing efficiency.  Second, I would create incentives to adopt 
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renewable sources of energy such as solar panels, geothermal heat exchange, co-generation, and solid 
waste conversion. Third, I would change our zoning code to require that all new construction meet 
strict standards of energy efficiency and storm resiliency, without exception.  Forth, I am in favor of 
developing trade schools and alternative high schools that build skills necessary for green jobs, such as 
those needed to implement the above policies and programs. 
  
Transportation: We need to develop a transportation infrastructure that maximizes public transit 
options, makes cycling safe and efficient, and promotes electric/alternative fuel vehicles where 
appropriate.  I am a strong proponent of congestion pricing, protected bike lanes, restructured tolls, 
and policies that reduce road-share and use of private automobiles.   
  
Energy Production:  I support moving toward zero waste and the development of anaerobic digestion 
to produce methane and ethane as a viable fuel alternative.  I will also promote the development of 
geothermal, solar, wind, and biofuel sources of energy.  I am in favor of attaching a monetary cost to 
the use of plastic bags, and support an outright ban on single use plastic bags across New York City. 
  
As Chair of the CB7 Green Committee, I shaped Community Board priorities to focus on fossil fuel 
independence, storm management, and natural shoreline protections.  By making these goals 
citywide priorities, we can dramatically reduce fossil fuel consumption and carbon emissions. We can 
no longer postpone or compromise our commitments to our environment. 
   
Extreme Energy 
Do you support a statewide ban on hydrofracking? Why or why not? How will you use your position to 
resist hydrofracking? 
  
I vigorously oppose the dangerous, fossil fuel-perpetuating, environmentally destructive, inefficient 
practice of hydrofracking in New York State or anywhere else. Earlier this year, I addressed many of 
the misperceptions created by the industry in an open letter to Governor Cuomo, calling on him to 
take a stand against hydrofracking in New York State (which you can read here). 
  
Opposition to hydrofracking must be decisive and large scale.  On the City Council, I will oppose any 
new investment in hydrofracking or the natural gas it produces. I will support decreasing the money 
New York currently has invested in the industry, as well as any other measures, such as a tax, which 
will help New Yorkers move away from non-renewable sources of energy, which damage the 
environment through their extraction and use.   It is unacceptable that leaders in the Democratic 
Party are either silent about or supportive of hydrofracking.    
  
Furthermore, I will continue also continue to hold our government officials accountable to provide 
and make freely available to the public information that is complete, accurate and scientifically 
validated. We must ensure full transparency in considerations of any issue by disclosing any private 
interests that stand to benefit from certain positions. 
  
Do you find it problematic that current City and Con Ed programs incentivize gas boiler conversions 
when sustainable alternatives are cheaper and better for local air quality? 
  
I was co-chair of CB7's first Green Committee when the issue of dirty boilers was presented by 
Environmental Defense Fund, which resulted in strong institutional and political pressure on 
consumers to switch from oil to gas.  Within weeks, Gasland exposed the dangers of fracking, and for 

https://www.melwymore.com/campaign-blog/2013/01/02/just-say-no-governor-cuomo/?option=com_wordpress&Itemid=210
https://www.melwymore.com/campaign-blog/2013/01/02/just-say-no-governor-cuomo/?option=com_wordpress&Itemid=210
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several months I stood alone against the growing movement to convert boilers on the Upper West 
Side.  I spoke up when others would not, and advocated for boiler-tuning and green energy 
alternatives, as well as detailed analysis and exposure of the dilatory effects of fracking.  West Siders 
are almost uniformly and adamantly opposed to fracking, and any use of the gas it produces. 
  
There are currently 23 natural gas infrastructure projects planned for New York State. The industry 
prefers for such infrastructure to be in place prior to drilling. Do you support or oppose the expansion of 
infrastructure that supports fracking? What is your position on local NYC projects such as the Liberty 
LNG port, the Spectra and Rockaway pipelines? 
  
I oppose building new infrastructure for natural gas. Pipelines like Keystone XL, Spectra Pipeline and 
the Rockaways Pipelines, are short-sighted and dangerous. I vehemently oppose construction of gas 
pipelines in New York City, or anywhere else.  Stopping the construction of these pipelines is essential 
to phasing out these inefficient, dangerous power sources and replacing them with smarter, safer 
energy solutions. 
  
I oppose investing in infrastructure that increases the import or export of natural gas, including the 
proposed LNG ports in New Jersey and New York, as well as the expansion of the 134th Street Gas 
Meter Station.  There are questions of transparency, safety and intention in the development of these 
projects.  Furthermore, these infrastructure projects are located in areas most vulnerable to climate 
change and related extreme weather events, such as Hurricane Sandy.  
 
Are you aware that radon levels in New York's gas supply could rise with increased use of Marcellus 
Shale via new pipelines?  "Will you support legislation in the state assembly and senate (A6863/S09421) 
that requires monitoring and mitigation of radon in municipal gas supplies? 
  
The measures in the New York legislature will help protect and inform families of dangerous radon 
levels as close to them as their own homes.  While we should work to ensure that there is no shale gas 
in our city, we can increase safety with research and oversight.  Radon has a short half-life, and gas 
can be stored at the site of the well to reduce Radon levels. 
  
 
Renewable Energy 
New York has many natural resources such as hydroelectric and wind power. Hence, NYC’s electricity 
generation generates much less carbon dioxide than most places. However, the actual amount of 
distributed generation solar power in NYC is pitifully small—PLANYC 2011 sees us with a mere 60 
megawatts of solar in Con Edison’s service area by 2017. California and Germany add multiples of this 
number every month. How would you change this? 
 
What would you do to make solar power more accessible and ubiquitous? Specifically, what policies can 
the city implement to achieve this goal (cut red tape, feed in tariffs, etc.)  How many megawatts would 
you aim for by the end of your first term? 
  
Growth of renewables in California and Germany has been exponential. PLANYC uses linear growth 
projections, which fail to account for the exponential tendency of market growth. It should include 
provisions for similar non-linear growth in New York. Using this model each year sees higher growth 
than the year before, so in 2016 we may add 100-150 megawatts, on top of around 130 MW in 2014-
2015.  We must keep doing more and set our sights higher. In order to do, so we will need to work 
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together at the city, state and federal levels, and will need to work on coming together around 
technology, policy and finance. 
  
We must tax carbon emissions, reform the processes by which new renewable projects gain approval -
- saving money for both the properties of the projects and the city government, which can cut 
bureaucracy. We should advocate to expand state tax credits/subsidies on renewable energy. 
  
Solar panels should be incorporated into every new development in New York City. The cost would be 
minimal to developers given the scale of most new projects, and they would quickly pay for 
themselves. Land use regulations are our first opportunity to ensure that new construction includes 
sources of renewable energy, including solar and wind power, geothermal heat exchange and co-
generation. City-owned facilities (schools, parks, libraries) can also take advantage of renewable 
energy sources, both on and off the grid. Given returns within 2-5 years, investments in renewables 
make both environmental and financial sense. 
  
I also support the use of incentives to encourage the construction of energy efficient buildings, which 
can be reached in part through the use of solar power. The city must continue to develop 
infrastructure to better utilize viable solar (as well as geothermal and off-shore wind) energy sources 
as a cost-saving power alternative. 
  
Offshore wind represents a potential energy bonanza for the city. What can city officials do to realize 
this promise? 
  
As council member, I would advocate funding the expansion of the Long Island-New York City 
Offshore Wind Project to its full-capacity, as well as offering tax breaks and an aggressive advertising 
campaign for investment in renewable energy, including offshore wind. Additionally, I would make it 
easier for more offshore wind farms to be developed, as long as they meet environmental and safety 
standards. 
  
In the case of solar and wind energy we must streamline the bureaucratic process and reduce 
transaction costs. One way to lower costs is to reduce the money that must be spent on paperwork, 
lawyers and other experts in order to change to renewable energy.  We need to make it simple. 
  
  

Record of Accomplishments 

Environment 

  

I'm a lifelong environmentalist – from experimenting with solar/wind energy generation as a 
child, to protecting wildlife, beekeeping, and promoting recycling/composting as a teen, to 
expanding environmental education and advocacy as an adult – I continue to have a steadfast 
commitment to environmental justice.  As a community activist on the Upper West Side, I have 
focused on promoting environmentally conscious action and sustainable urban design.  
Examples of my work include: 
  

● As Chair of Ethical Culture Fieldston School, promoted construction of rooftop 
greenhouse, farm-to-table education and meal service, and the first "Green" 
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committee of the parents association. 

● As Chair of first Green Committee (initiated by CB7 Chair Sheldon Fine), shaped 
Community Board priorities, including building energy audits and retrofits; expanding 
mass transit and transportation alternatives; reducing automobile traffic; building 
infrastructure for solar, wind, geothermal, and anaerobic digestion; promoting off-grid 
heating/cooling; protecting open spaces and parks; promoting zero waste programs; 
and developing storm management and natural shoreline protections. 

● As Chair of Community Board 7, initiated long-range sustainable urban planning, 
environmentally sound transportation systems (slow zones, bump outs, pedestrian 
islands, sidewalk plantings), local food production/access, and land use negotiations 
that ensure energy efficiency/co-generation, open space, clean transportation, public 
school capacity, affordable housing, and park expansion. 

● As Chair of Community Board 7, championed and collaborated with businesses, 
residents, and elected officials to ensure successful implementation of first protected 
bike lane (and street redesign) on the Upper West Side.  Also advocated first 
sustainable streetscape design, including "bioswale" in the district initiated by 
Columbus Avenue BID.   

● Co-founded The Carbon Squeeze, an organization that educates and inspires specific 
actions and policies that reduce carbon footprint.   

● Organized unanimous vote of Manhattan Community Boards in support of Car-Free 
Central Park. 

● Organized Community Board opposition that defeated enclosed "tennis bubble" in 
Central Park, as well as other environmentally unfriendly practices and concessions. 

● Organized design and implementation of $15 million expansion of the 59th Street 
Recreation Center. 

● Vigorously opposed hyrdofracking in New York State (as well as the Spectra Pipeline) 
and the use of natural gas for boiler conversions. Collaborated with New Yorkers 
Against Fracking, United for Action, Sane Energy, The Sierra Club and other 
environmental groups to stave off this horrendous threat to New York's water supply. 

● As an engineer, I have the analytical and organizational tools necessary to plan and 
manage large-scale infrastructure projects that are critical to the viability and 
sustainability of our city. 

  
 
 


