
Overview 

As all New Yorkers know, the rising seas, super storms, and heat waves of climate change pose 

an existential threat to New York City. 350NYC is a group of climate activists, committed to responding 

to this threat by reducing NYC’s contributions to climate disaster. 350NYC is the local affiliate of 350.org, 

a global movement of climate activists with volunteers in 188 countries. 350NYC has three priorities for 

the 2013 election: increasing renewable energy use and energy efficiency, opposing destructive fossil 

fuel production practices such as hydrofracking, and above all, the divestment of New York City’s 

pension funds from fossil fuel companies.  

New York City’s pension system has billions of dollars invested in fossil fuel companies.  Returns 

from these divestments are dwarfed by the climate destruction wrought by these companies--Hurricane 

Sandy alone cost over $19B in damages and necessitated a climate adaptation effort of over $19B.  

 Divestment from fossil fuel companies is an economic necessity.  The worth of a fossil fuel 

company is directly tied to its reserves, the amount of fossil fuel that it intends to burn.  However, the 

reserves of fossil fuel companies are five times greater than what the world can safely burn and limit 

warming to 2 degrees Celsius, the “safe” amount of global warming.  Assessing the fossil fuel companies 

at full value necessitates a scorched and dead planet.  Shareholder resolutions do not offer a solution—

the problem lies in the business model of fossil fuel companies.  New York City cannot continue to invest 

in companies whose operation creates an existential hazard for the city.  350NYC is calling for New York 

City to freeze all of its investments in fossil fuels immediately and divest over the next five years.  

Divestment goes hand in hand with the other tools of emissions reduction.  The next group of 

elected officials will oversee the extension and implementation of PLANYC out to 2050, following the 

IPCC goal of an 80% reduction of carbon emissions.  The increasing affordability and scalability of 

renewable energy present New York with the opportunity to build up its renewable infrastructure, 

especially solar and offshore wind.  We have a historic opportunity to turn our back on fossil fuels, reject 

the destructive infrastructure of the past, and embrace a clean energy future for all   

The 2013 elections are crucial for NYC’s environmental priorities.  We ask that you fill out this 

questionnaire and return it to us at 350nyc.elections@gmail.com by July 24th. This questionnaire was 

produced in partnership with Occupy the Pipeline, CUNY Divest, Coalition against the Rockaway Pipeline, 

United for Action, and Sane Energy Project. 350NYC and its partners may choose to make endorsements 

based on your responses. 350NYC reserves the right to publish all or any of these responses, and to 

disclose any non-response.  

Candidate Name: Ben Kallos 

Campaign Manager: Jesse Towsen 

Press Secretary: Sarah Anders 

Campaign Address: 435 East 86th Street 

Campaign Phone: 855-2-Kallos 

Campaign e-mail: BenKallos@kallosforcouncil.com 

Please answer these questions as completely and concretely as possible: 

mailto:350nyc.elections@gmail.com


Addressing Climate Change 

350NYC is calling on the New York City Pension Fund to divest from fossil fuels.  Major cities like Seattle, 

San Francisco, Providence, and Madison have committed to divest their pension funds from fossil fuels. 

If elected, would you divest NYC’s pension funds from fossil fuel companies?  Why or why not?  How 

would you go about doing this?  

I am against hydrofracking and other fossil fuels; I hosted a screening of Gasland II with MoveOn.org and 

have even divested my own 401(k) from fossil fuels.   

If elected, I would do the same for NYC’s pension funds from fossil fuel companies. Divestment from 

fossil fuel companies is not only essential in protecting our environment; it is also an economic 

necessity. As a Council Member, I would sponsor legislation to make it illegal for the City’s Comptroller 

to investment any pension funds in fossil fuel companies and require that a certain percentage of those 

funds be reinvested in local “green” and alternative energy sources.  Such a substantial investment 

would dramatically increase the affordability and scalability of solar, wind, and tidal (which can be found 

in my district in the East River) thus encouraging people to switch from fossil fuels to renewable energy.   

Our environmental platform available at KallosForCouncil.com/Solutions/Environment where you can 

vote, improve upon or suggest your own solutions, includes:  

 incentivizing investment in renewable energy through tax subsidies for solar and wind 

generators,  

 requiring “green” lighting in all city buildings, and working with the building trade unions to train 

workers in green construction, and  

 adding green construction requirements into the city building code. 

If you do not think that NYC should divest from fossil fuel companies, is it because you believe that 

shareholder resolutions offer the best opportunity for changing the fossil fuel industry?  Please give an 

example of how NYC has used shareholder resolutions to change the fossil fuel industry. 

PLANYC aims to reduce New York City’s greenhouse gas emissions 30% by 2030. The next phase of the 

plan calls for 80% reductions by 2050.  Which specific policies do you have for each of the primary 

sectors that cause greenhouse gas emissions (buildings, transport, energy production etc.)?  

My accomplishments in promoting environmental protection and reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

began in my own backyard. The first thing I did as Chief of Staff in the Assembly is install a setback timer, 

changing our office over to high efficiency green lighting, instating recycling, responsible energy use, and 

electronic storage of documents in order to minimize the carbon footprint of our government office. As 

a member of Community Board 8 Manhattan’s Communications Committee, I enabled them to switch 

from a costly and wasteful monthly paper mailing to electronic mailing.  

I had the privilege of working with Assembly Member Jonathan Bing, a true leader for environmental 

protection, as his Chief of Staff, and our work in Albany received an honor from the New York League of 

Conservation Voters for introducing environmentally friendly legislation that helped enable the MTA's 

Select Bus Program. 

Our environmental platform available at KallosForCouncil.com/Solutions/Environment where you can 

vote, improve upon or suggest your own solutions, includes:  



 subsidizing “green roofs” to capture rainwater,  

 installing energy efficient insulation and lighting in public projects, and  

 helping residents monitor energy use through “smart meters” 

I will sponsor legislation requiring that all municipal garbage trucks are retrofitted to produce zero 

emissions.  I also support policy that would grant larger, industry standard trucks access to large 

roadways like the Van Wyck Expressway to create a more efficient, greener way to move goods.  

We support the work of the U.S. Green Building Council in trailblazing green construction, as well as our 

city’s unions who have joined this effort.  We also support Million Trees NYC, Intro 915, cleaner burning 

heat fuel through the NYC Clean Heat program, combined heat-power systems, power stations for 

commercial vehicles including food trucks and personal vehicles to avoid engine idling and encourage 

electric vehicles, replacing, retrofitting, or regulating diesel vehicles and generators as w, and removing 

barriers to local energy production including but not limited to tidal, solar, and geothermal wind.   

In addition to the policies already mentioned, I pledge to work alongside progressive organizations like 

350NYCin brainstorming and drafting other creative legislation to make New York City a global leader in 

environmentally-friendly urban planning.   

 Extreme Energy 

Do you support a statewide ban on hydrofracking? Why or why not? How will you use your position to 

resist hydrofracking? 

Yes, I support a statewide ban on hydrofracking. Research on shale gas extraction continues to find that 
methane leaks, a highly potent greenhouse gas, result from the natural gas extraction process and are a 
significant environmental concern. Air and water pollution, and long-term risks such as cancer and 
respiratory illnesses are some of the environmental and health concerns associated with the extraction 
of shale gas. Continued study and improved communication of the environmental risks associated with 
individual wells as well as larger shale gas developments are crucial for building owners to make well-
informed decisions about their energy future.  

As someone who grew up in New York City and State, the environment, including our City and State 
parks, greenways such as running and bike paths, and waterways are of integral importance. As a child I 
grew up playing in Carl Schurz and John Jay parks, and as an adult I've hiked in our State parks with 
Surprise Lake Camp, biked over 75+ miles of our greenways with Transportation Alternatives, swam 
across the East River with NYC Swim and in the Hudson River with the New York City Triathlon, and 
trained everywhere with the Asphalt Green Triathlon team. 

As an avid user of our City and States natural resources, you won't find a better advocate for our 

environment. After all what other candidate would fight to keep the City's rivers clean enough to swim 

in? 

On July, 14, 2013 my campaign sponsored a viewing party of Gasland II at our headquarters to help raise 

awareness around this critical issue.  

 

http://www.carlschurzparknyc.org/
http://www.kallosforcouncil.com/solutions/www.nycgovparks.org/parks/johnjaypark
http://www.kallosforcouncil.com/solutions/www.surpriselake.org
http://www.transalt.org/
http://www.nycswim.org/
http://www.nyctri.com/
http://www.agtri.com/


There are currently 23 natural gas infrastructure projects planned for New York State. The industry 

prefers for such infrastructure to be in place prior to drilling. Do you support or oppose the expansion 

of infrastructure that supports fracking? What is your position on local NYC projects such as the Liberty 

LNG port, the Spectra and Rockaway pipelines? 

I oppose the expansion of any infrastructure that facilitates fracking. There is a serious gas pipeline 

accident in the US once every 10 days. Pipeline regulations, oversight and response have been proven 

inadequate with every new leak, explosion, and spill. Yet the Bloomberg administration has encouraged 

a rapid and severe expansion of new pipelines in dense urban neighborhoods––like the Spectra pipeline 

in the West Village and Chelsea––that will bring shale gas into NYC, despite the obvious dangers to the 

environment, the climate, and residents. Pipeline opponents are concerned about radon that is more 

concentrated in natural gas extracted from shale formations underground. The radon level could be as 

much as 20 to 60 times higher than the current levels, meaning a huge spike in risk for things like lung 

cancer. I would not support new gas pipelines or related infrastructure due to the environmental and 

health risks associated with them.  

Do you find it problematic that current City and Con Ed programs incentivize gas boiler conversions 

when sustainable alternatives are cheaper and better for local air quality? 

Yes, it is problematic that City and Con Ed programs incentivize gas boiler conversions when sustainable 

alternatives are cheaper and better for local air quality. Programs to educate building owners about the 

benefits of more sustainable options for boiler conversions would benefit the building’s residents as well 

as the environment at large. 

Are you aware that radon levels in New York's gas supply could rise with increased use of Marcellus 

Shale via new pipelines?  "Will you support legislation in the state assembly and senate (A6863/S09421) 

that requires monitoring and mitigation of radon in municipal gas supplies? 

Yes, I am fully supportive of legislation in the state assembly and senate that require monitoring and 

mitigation of radon in municipal gas supplies. There is concern that the increased use of gas from the 

Marcellus Shale Plan -- one of the most radioactive areas of the country -- will raise radon levels in the 

gas that comes out of our stoves, laundry equipment and boilers, potentially leading to a rise in lung 

cancer rates. The introduction of Marcellus shale gas into domestic natural gas markets in New York City 

could increase the amount of radon New Yorkers are exposed to, creating, in effect, a public health 

emergency. The City Council hearings on the potential health risks of radon are essential in insuring that 

the City’s health and energy policies are properly addressed.  

Renewable Energy 

New York has many natural resources such as hydroelectric and wind power. Hence, NYC’s electricity 

generation generates much less carbon dioxide than most places. However, the actual amount of 

distributed generation solar power in NYC is pitifully small—PLANYC 2011 sees us with a mere 60 

megawatts of solar in Con Edison’s service area by 2017. California and Germany add multiples of this 

number every month. How would you change this? What would you do to make solar power more 

accessible and ubiquitous? Specifically, what policies can the city implement to achieve this goal (cut red 

tape, feed in tariffs, etc.) How many megawatts would you aim for by the end of your first term?  



I will support legislation establishing and expanding financial incentives for solar energy projects. Solar 

energy is an abundant, non-polluting energy source that does not emit greenhouse gases associated 

with global warming. Incentives are necessary to ensure the competitiveness and success of solar energy 

production given its higher price relative to conventional energy sources. The Bloomberg administration 

has significantly reduced the rebates to private individuals who add solar heat or electricity to their 

homes. State bills already in existence create incentives such as an income tax credit for 25% of the cost 

of the system, exemption from state sales tax, and property tax exemptions for the cost of solar energy 

systems and are essential in the expansion of solar energy projects. In addition to extensive state 

incentives, New York City has supplemental financial incentives to fill gaps that have been identified 

such as tax abatement programs for green roofs and solar panels. Laws like this demonstrate New York’s 

commitment to reducing energy costs, growing our green energy sector, creating jobs, and protecting 

the environment.  

Our platform includes incentivizing investment in renewable energy through tax subsidies for solar and 

wind generators, requiring “green” lighting in all city buildings, and working with the building trade 

unions to train workers in green construction and add green construction requirements into the city 

building code. Our City government has an annual $800 million energy bill, accounting for 6.5 percent of 

our City’s energy use. We need to save money and the environment by gradually replacing lighting with 

low-energy and long-life fluorescent, compact fluorescent lamps, and light emitting diodes. “Green” 

lighting uses a fraction of the energy and offers 8 to 50 times the lifespan of old lighting, with LED’s 

lasting over 50,000 hours. We support removing barriers to local energy production including, but not 

limited to, tidal, solar, and geothermal wind. Our campaign also supports subsidizing “green roofs” to 

capture rainwater, installing energy efficient insulation and lighting in public projects, and helping 

residents monitor energy use through “smart meters.  

Through the introduction of new and the strengthening of old subsidies for solar panels, I hope to bring 

500 megawatts of solar electric power to New York City.  

Offshore wind represents a potential energy bonanza for the city. What can city officials do to realize 

this promise?  

City officials can continue to support, and develop new, programs like the Long Island Offshore Wind 

Project, a public-private partnership being advanced by a collaborative including Con Edison, Long Island 

Power Authority, and New York Power Authority. The concept for the offshore wind project is consistent 

with the State’s “45 by 15” program, with establishes the goal for the State to meet 45 percent of its 

electricity needs through improved energy efficiency and renewable sources by the year 2015. For both 

New York City and Long Island, the potential use of offshore wind power is a renewable energy source 

that could provide a significant amount of clean energy to consumers.  

A successful wind-generation project for the New York metropolitan area must be centralized and large 

enough to be cost-effective, it must interact with the electric grid at a high-voltage transmission level, 

and it must provide hundreds of megawatts of power. It must also be close enough to where the 

electricity is used so that the energy can be distributed efficiently. In comparison to land-based wind 

facilities in more remote places of the state, ocean-based wind power is stronger and more consistently 

available, and can be situated closer to New York City.  



We have a historic opportunity to turn our back on fossil fuels, reject the destructive infrastructure of 

the past, and embrace a clean energy future for all.   

 


