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Overview 

As all New Yorkers know, the rising seas, super storms, and heat waves of climate change pose 

an existential threat to New York City. 350NYC is a group of climate activists, committed to responding 

to this threat by reducing NYC’s contributions to climate disaster. 350NYC is the local affiliate of 350.org, 

a global movement of climate activists with volunteers in 188 countries. 350NYC has three priorities for 

the 2013 election: increasing renewable energy use and energy efficiency, opposing destructive fossil 

fuel production practices such as hydrofracking, and above all, the divestment of New York City’s 

pension funds from fossil fuel companies.  

New York City’s pension system has billions of dollars invested in fossil fuel companies.  Returns 

from these divestments are dwarfed by the climate destruction wrought by these companies--Hurricane 

Sandy alone cost over $19B in damages and necessitated a proposed adaptation effort of $20B.  

 Divestment from fossil fuel companies is an economic necessity.  The worth of a fossil fuel 

company is directly tied to its reserves, the amount of fossil fuel that it intends to burn.  However, the 

reserves of fossil fuel companies are five times greater than what the world can safely burn and limit 

warming to 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit) which is the goal set by the UN.  Assessing the fossil fuel 

companies at full value necessitates a scorched planet.  Shareholder resolutions that call for more 

“sustainable” use of fossil fuels do not offer a solution posed by the fossil fuel companies’ reserves—the 

problem lies in their business model.  New York City cannot continue to invest in companies whose 

operation are threatening the future of the city.  350NYC is calling for New York City to freeze all of its 

investments in fossil fuels immediately and divest over the next five years.  

Divestment goes hand in hand with the other tools of emissions reduction.  The next group of 

elected officials will oversee the extension and implementation of PLANYC out to 2050, following the 

IPCC goal of an 80% reduction of carbon emissions.  The increasing affordability and scalability of 

renewable energy present New York with the opportunity to build up its renewable infrastructure, 

especially solar and offshore wind.  We have a historic opportunity to turn our back on fossil fuels, reject 

the destructive infrastructure of the past, and embrace a clean energy future for all   

The 2013 elections are crucial for NYC’s environmental priorities.  We ask that you fill out this 

questionnaire and return it to us at 350nyc.elections@gmail.com by July 31th. This questionnaire was 

produced in partnership with Occupy the Pipeline, CUNY Divest, NYU Divest, Coalition against the 

Rockaway Pipeline, United for Action, Fossil Free Fieldston and Sane Energy Project. 350NYC and its 

partners may choose to make endorsements based on your responses. 350NYC reserves the right to 

publish all or any of these responses, and to disclose any non-response.  

 

Candidate Name: 

Sara M. González (District 38, Brooklyn) 

Campaign Manager: 

Alice montalvo 

Press Secretary: 
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Jake Oliver 

Campaign Address: 

512 83rd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209 

Campaign Phone: 

917 653 9619 

Campaign e-mail: 

Saramgonzalez2013@gmail.com  

 

Please answer these questions as completely and concretely as possible: 

 

Addressing Climate Change 

350NYC is calling on the New York City Pension Fund to divest from fossil fuels.  Major cities like Seattle, 

San Francisco, Providence, and Madison have committed to divest their pension funds from fossil fuels. 

If elected, would you support divesting fossil fuel companies from NYC’s pension funds?  Why or why 

not?  How would you go about doing this?  

If you do not think that NYC should divest from fossil fuel companies, is it because you believe that 

shareholder resolutions offer the best opportunity for changing the fossil fuel industry?  Please give an 

example of how NYC has used shareholder resolutions to change the fossil fuel industry. 

PLANYC aims to reduce New York City’s greenhouse gas emissions 30% by 2030. The next phase of the 

plan calls for 80% reductions by 2050.  Which specific policies do you have for each of the primary 

sectors that cause greenhouse gas emissions (buildings, transport, energy production etc.)?  

Yes, I believe that New York City should consider a policy of divestment from the fossil fuel 

industry. The impact of pollution caused by this industry will have devastating long-term 

consequences in addition to the damage they have already caused. As an elected official 

representing Southwest Brooklyn waterfront communities that were devastated by Sandy 

and are facing increasing threats from climate change, I believe the City must reconsider its 

investments in business sectors that help facilitate these problems. As the senior member of 

the New York City Council upon my re-election, I will seek to explore this matter further. 

I applauded the Bloomberg administration when they released the ambitious goals of 

PLANYC. As a legislator, I have been vigilant in supporting measures that will help our City 

reach those goals and will continue to do so. In addition to introducing legislation to reduce 

emissions coming from small school buses, I have co-sponsored and voted for new laws that 

seek to address the causes of greenhouse gases in the primary sectors that cause them. 
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For buildings, I am a co-sponsor of Local Law 49-2010, which mandated environmental 

concerns be a guiding principle and purpose of the New York city construction codes and 

additional legislation ranging from improving roof coating standards to requiring photovoltaic 

installations on city-owned buildings.  

Along with my school bus bill, there are a number of transit related measures I have 

supported.  I have worked diligently to bring shore power to the Brooklyn Cruise Terminal in 

my District – a first on the US East Coast. I co-sponsored legislation calling on the Port 

Authority of New York and New Jersey to adopt a comprehensive program modeled after the 

Los Angeles Clean Truck Program to ensure that the Ports of New York and New Jersey are 

able to reach the highest standards of efficiency, sustainability and safety.  I support a cross 

harbor freight tunnel to reduce truck traffic in my District and throughout the City and I 

supported the administration’s SWMP plan to increase our City’s capacity to transport 

garbage by barge rather than by trucks. 

 Extreme Energy 

Do you support a statewide ban on hydrofracking? Why or why not? How will you use your position to 

resist hydrofracking? 

There are currently 23 natural gas infrastructure projects planned for New York State. The industry 

prefers for such infrastructure to be in place prior to drilling. Do you support or oppose the expansion 

of infrastructure that supports fracking? What is your position on local NYC projects such as the Liberty 

LNG port, the Spectra and Rockaway pipelines? 

Do you find it problematic that current City and Con Ed programs incentivize converting boilers burning 

#6 and #4 heating oils to natural gas instead of promoting alternatives to fossil fuels, such as biodiesel 

and solar thermal power for heating water, that are better for air quality? 

Are you aware that radon levels in New York's gas supply could rise with increased use of Marcellus 

Shale via new pipelines?  "Will you support legislation in the state assembly and senate (A6863/S09421) 

that requires monitoring and mitigation of radon in municipal gas supplies? 

I oppose hydrofracking in New York State. 

Our City needs to do more to promote alternatives to fossil fuels and I look forward to taking 

on that challenge in the City Council. 

I would support legislation that requires monitoring and mitigating radon. 

 

Renewable Energy 

There is a vast discrepancy between NYC's potential for generating 5,847 MW of solar power from 

rooftop installations, as illustrated by the NYC solar map (www.nycsolarmap.org), and the current 

amount of electricity generated by solar power in our city. We need to set higher goals than those 

outlined in PLANYC2011 which envisions a mere 60 MW of solar power in Con Edison's service area by 

http://www.nycsolarmap.org/
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2017. How would you make solar power more ubiquitous? What would you do to make solar power 

more accessible and ubiquitous? Specifically, what policies can the city implement to achieve this goal 

(reduce the time required for permitting, support a Feed-in-Tariff, as was recently implemented in L.A, 

mandate the installation of solar power on NYC government buildings, including public schools, as 

appropriate, and carry out a public education campaign about opportunities for solar power 

installations.)How many megawatts would you aim for by the end of your first term? 

Offshore wind represents a potential energy bonanza for the city. What can city officials do to realize 

this promise?  

As a City, we need to look at what has worked and what is being done elsewhere in the 

country and around the world. I was astonished to learn recently that the German region of 

Bavaria – with its 12.5 million residents – has a greater installed solar capacity than the entire 

United States. New York City can and should be a leader in reversing statistics like these. 

We need to better incentivize the installation of solar panels in large and small buildings 

alike. The City needs to better serve as an example of the benefits of solar power by installing 

more solar panels and bureaucratic hurdles for such installations need to be streamlined for 

the average New Yorker. This is why I have supported a major solar project in my District at 

the City owned Brooklyn Army Terminal – namely, the installation of a 50,000 square foot, 

$10 million solar power project to produce 600,000 kilowat hours of electric power annually, 

thereby offsetting 400 tons of carbon dioxide. I have also supported local efforts of co-op 

owners to obtain grants for the installation of solar panels on their roofs. 

In addition to the photovoltaic installations on City owned buildings mentioned above, I have 

co-sponsored multiple pieces of legislation calling on the Department of buildings to better 

clarify the procedures for the installation of solar power energy systems on building walls, 

roofs and for ground mounted systems so that home-owners are not so confused by what is 

and what is not permissible. 


