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Please answer these questions as completely and concretely as possible: 

 

Addressing Climate Change 

1)350NYC is calling on the New York City Pension Fund to divest from fossil fuels.  Major cities like 

Seattle, San Francisco, Providence, and Madison have committed to divest their pension funds from fossil 

fuels. If elected, would you divest NYC’s pension funds from fossil fuel companies?  Why or why not?  

How would you go about doing this?  

I consider myself to be an environmentalist.  Most recently, I have been very active in the South Bronx 

challenging the very harmful Fresh Direct project.  I strongly support divestment campaigns against the 

fossil fuel industry.  If elected, I would sponsor a bill that would require NYC pension funds to divest 

from fossil fuel industries.  Many argue that with mutual funds and complex derivatives that investment 

funds are so intertwined that we could not successfully divest. However, we can clearly divest from funds 

that heavily invest in the 200 top fossil fuel companies and any divestment of funds could provide the 

pressure we need for the industry to make greater changes to their production process.  Ideally halt 

production and create an environment where it is profitable for them to invest into renewable energy.  

Others have stated that it would be costly on our investment returns.  However, the reality is that more 

jurisdictions around the world are moving in this direction and only those who delay divestment will bear 

the burden of financial losses. The fossil fuel industry will inevitably go out of business or divert their 

business into renewable energy if they wish to survive. 

 

2)PLANYC aims to reduce New York City’s greenhouse gas emissions 30% by 2030. The next phase of 

the plan calls for 80% reductions by 2050.  Which specific policies do you have for each of the primary 

sectors that cause greenhouse gas emissions (buildings, transport, energy production etc.)?  



I want to impose a carbon tax on all commercial buildings as they are the primary polluters in New York 

City.  The city itself is a major polluter.  However, buildings can get tax breaks for "greening" buildings.  

We need to invest in renewable energy sources and believe that if a tax is imposed, companies are more 

likely to invest in renewable energy than pay the additional taxes.  This would create an upward pressure 

on demand for renewable energy, thus increase investment,  thus make up any potential losses incurred 

from the divestment campaign on pension funds.  I believe if we have a multi-dynamic approach we can 

make serious inroads into reducing the release of greenhouse gasses.   

Extreme Energy 

1)Do you support a statewide ban on hydrofracking? Why or why not? How will you use your position to 

resist hydrofracking? 

I want hydrofracking banned permanently!  From my position as City Council I can pass legislation that 

can ban city agencies from purchasing any energy that is sourced from fracking. 

2) There are currently 23 natural gas infrastructure projects planned for New York State. The industry 

prefers for such infrastructure to be in place prior to drilling. Do you support or oppose the expansion 

of infrastructure that supports fracking? What is your position on local NYC projects such as the Liberty 

LNG port, the Spectra and Rockaway pipelines? 

It is incredible to me given Hurricane Sandy that we can still be talking about expanding destructive 

energy sources.  I would not support any expansion of Natural Gas extraction or transfer.  The Liberty 

LNG Port is fundamentally dangerous and needs to be stopped based on environmental consequences.  

This project will also have devastating impact on gas prices, which will then feed the drive for more 

hydrofracking.  This is an awful idea.  The Spectra project should have never been completed.  The risks 

of explosions in a highly dense city makes this project absolutely absurd, even for global warming 

deniers.  The Rockaway pipelines is the exact opposite of what we need to be doing in the wake of 

hurricane Sandy. 

3)Do you find it problematic that current City and Con Ed programs incentivize gas boiler conversions 

when sustainable alternatives are cheaper and better for local air quality? 

It is extremely problematic.  Thus, a carbon tax could push industry into renewable energy. 

4)Are you aware that radon levels in New York's gas supply could rise with increased use of Marcellus 

Shale via new pipelines?  "Will you support legislation in the state assembly and senate (A6863/S09421) 

that requires monitoring and mitigation of radon in municipal gas supplies? 

Absolutely.  Radon is one of the many reasons why these pipeline projects are terrible ideas. 

 

Renewable Energy 

1)New York has many natural resources such as hydroelectric and wind power. Hence, NYC’s electricity 

generation generates much less carbon dioxide than most places. However, the actual amount of 

distributed generation solar power in NYC is pitifully small—PLANYC 2011 sees us with a mere 60 

megawatts of solar in Con Edison’s service area by 2017. California and Germany add multiples of this 

number every month. How would you change this? What would you do to make solar power more 

accessible and ubiquitous? Specifically, what policies can the city implement to achieve this goal (cut red 

tape, feed in tariffs, etc.) How many megawatts would you aim for by the end of your first term? 



As stated before, if we could institute a carbon tax against commercial buildings for example, we would 

see a push by buildings, independent of utility companies, seeking renewable energy; solar power as one 

option. I would further push to incentivize Con Edison with tax breaks/subsidies for solar power 

generation in place of their gas energy production. 

 

Offshore wind represents a potential energy bonanza for the city. What can city officials do to realize this 

promise?  

I would like the city to set-up an open RFP bidding on development of wind energy offshore. It could also 

open the door for a renewable energy company to enter into the city energy markets.  Existing energy 

companies in the city would be allowed to bid. 

 

 


